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SUBJECT: ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVES ON TANKER SAEETY AND POLLUTION 
PRE- 
VENTION: PREPARATIONS FOR PLENIPOTENTIARY CONEERENCE IN 
LONDON, FEBRUARY 6-17, 1978 

REE: A. STATE 296444 (NOTAL) 

B. STATE 60283 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: EMBASSY HAS APPROACHED GOM ON SUBJECT CON- 
FERENCE. ALTHOUGH THE MALAYSIANS HAVE NOT RPT NOT YET 
DECIDED TO ATTEND WE BELIEVE IT LIKELY, BARRING UNEORESEEN 
SCHEDULING CONELICTS, THAT THEY WILL ATTEND IN VIEW OF THEIR 
WELL-KNOWN CONCERN FOR PREVENTING TANKER-BORNE OIL SPILLAGES. 
END SUMMARY. 
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2. EMBASSY LOS OFFICER CALLED ON MEA PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR LOS MATTERS PARAMESWARAN DEC 19 TO CONVEY 
COPY OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MARCH 17 STATEMENT ON 
TANKER SAFETY AND MEASURES TO PREVENT MARINE POLLUTION 
AND TO FT LICIT GOM VIEWS ON FEBRUARY PLENIPOTENTIARY 
CONFERENCE. PARAM, WHO ATTENDED THE NOVEMBER IMCO 
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ASSEMBLY IN LONDON, INDICATED THAT THE GOM IS AWARE 
OE THE PLENIPOTENTIARY CONEERENCE BUT HAS NOT RPT 
NOT HAD A CHANCE YET TO EOCUS ON THE EINAL REPORT OP 
THE JOINT MSC/MEPC MEETING (CITED PARA 3 REF A) SINCE 
THE OPFICIALS DEALING WITH SUCH MATTERS HAVE BEEN 
PREOCCUPIED WITH TECHNICAL DETAILS RELATING TO 
IMPLEMENTATION OF MALACCA STRAITS TRAFPIC SEPARATION 
SCHEME (TSS) JUST APPROVED BY THE IMCO ASSEMBLY. 

3. REMARKING THAT UNTIL THE JOINT MSC/MEPC REPORT 
WAS STUDIED IN DETAIL HE COULD ONLY GIVE HIS "PRIVATE 
AND PRELIMINARY" VIEWS, PARAM SAID THAT HE BELIEVED THAT 
THE GOM WOULD BE FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD ATTENDING 
THE PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE SINCE IT TOO WAS 

QUITE CONCERNED ABOUT PREVENTING MARINE POLLUTION 
CAUSED BY TANKER BORNE OIL SPILLAGES. FURTHERMORE HE 
HAD HEARD THAT INDONESIA (ONE OF THE THREE CO- 
SPONSORS ALONG WITH MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE) OF THE TSS MIGHT 
CHAIR THE 

MEETING AND THIS WOULD BE AN ADDED INDUCEMENT FOR MALAYSIA TO 
PARTICIPATE. HE PROMISED TO LET US KNOW IF ANY 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE U.S. PROPOSALS WAS NEEDED 
AS WELL AS WHETHER OR NOT MALAYSIA WOULD BE ATTENDING 
THE CONFERENCE, AND, IF SO, THE COMPOSITION OF THE 
GOM DELEGATION. 
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4. OPERATIVE ELEMENTS OF REF A WERE CONVEYED TO 
GOM VIA THIRD PERSON NOTE DEC 20. 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE IT IS LIKELY, BARRING 
UNFORESEEN SCHEDULING CONFLICTS, THAT THE GOM WILL 
SEND A DELEGATION TO THIS CONFERENCE IN VIEW OF 
MALAYSIAN INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER. (FYI: PER 
PARA 6 REF A PARAM HAS BEEN PRINCIPAL EMBASSY CONTACT 
ON LOS-RELATED ISSUES. OTHER GOM OFFICIALS WITH LOS 
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: ENCIK ZAKARIA YATIM, HEAD, 
INTERNATIONAL LAW DIVISION, MINISTRY OF LAW; CAPT. 

OSMAN DARUS, DIRECTOR OF MARINE, PENINSULAR MALAYSIA; 

M. THILLAGADURAI, CHIEF PLANNING OFFICER, COMMUNI- 
CATIONS MINISTRY; AND LT. COL (NAVY) GOH SIEW CHONG 
(RMN), CHIEF HYDROGRAPHER, DEFENSE MINISTRY. WE 
UNDERSTAND THEY ALL MEET PERIODICALLY ON AN INFORMAL 
BASIS TO REVIEW LOS MATTERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE 
RELATING TO THE STRAITS OF MAEACCA. END FYI.) 

MILLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SAFETY, POLLUTION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977KUALA09659 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770477-0165 

Format: TEL 
From: KUALA LUMPUR 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771232/aaaabasd.tel 

Line Count: 113 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 91 2e1 6ff-c1 88-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 296444, 77 STATE 60283 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 160777 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVES ON TANKER SAFETY AND POLLUTION PRE- VENTION: PREPARATIONS FOR PLENIPOTENTIARY 
CONFEREN 

TAGS: PORG, AORG, EWWT, PLOS, MY, IMCO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/91 2e1 6ff-c1 88-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



